
 
 

Exhibition Title：Jonas Wood & Shio Kusaka : Pots, Plants, Sports 

Artists：Jonas Wood, Shio Kusaka 

Dates：March 8th ‒ April 20th, 2019 

Location：MASAHIRO MAKI GALLERY, TOKYO 

   

 

MASAHIRO MAKI GALLERY is pleased to present ʻJonas Wood & Shio Kusaka: Pots, Plants, Sportsʼ, 
a two-person exhibition which focuses on prints by the American painter, Jonas Wood, and his partner, 
the ceramic artist, Shio Kusaka, to be held for the first time in Japan.  
 
Featuring themes that appear recurrently in their work, such as pots, plants and sport scenes, the 
exhibition covers two floors of the gallery space and showcases twenty prints by Wood, produced 
between 2011 and 2017, alongside a selection of ten prints by Kusaka which take her ceramic works 
as their subjects. In addition to the exhibition held at the gallery, thirty works by Wood will be on view 
at Art Fair Tokyo 2019, from March 7th through 10th. The prints in this exhibition form a series of 
vividly graphical images in which the sheer flatness of the surface and the use of the same plate with 
varying color schemes ‒ achievable solely through the medium of printing ‒ further enrich the diversity 
of lines, forms and colors that intersect and interrupt one another. The over sixty images displayed at 
two locations epitomize the colorful and playful body of work by the artist duo who stand at the 
forefront of contemporary American Pop Art. 
 
Taking everyday motifs such as houseplants, tennis court, and interiors with figures of friends and 
family as his subjects, Wood captures them from multiple perspectives and weaves them together to 
present a flattened and disorientating vision of space, in which dissonant colors and complex 
compositions are at work. While often presenting his work according to thematic categories, such as 
ʻPortraitsʼ and ʻInteriorsʼ, Wood has lately been developing imaginative compositions that cross over 
these categories and blend the two-dimensional and three-dimensional, such as basketballs 
stemming from plants or a pot whose surface is adorned with a landscape. The exploration of space 
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Left: Jonas Wood, Double Basketball Orchid (State II), 2017, lithograph, 78.0x69.0cm 

Right: Shio Kusaka, Grid, 2016, silkscreen, 55.9x55.9cm 



and perspective in Woodʼs paintings finds its art-historical lineage in Modern and post-Modern 
predecessors, such as Henri Matisse and David Hockney, as well as the increasingly evident influence 
of the ceramicist, Kusaka, with whom he shares a studio in Los Angeles. In recent years, Wood has 
been working closely on prints in addition to paintings, exploring various techniques such as 
screen-printing, lithography and etching. The resulting works are void of their painterly textures and 
the flatness of the image is further emphasized.  
 
Kusakaʼs ceramic pots are characterized by their organic forms of various sizes, their surfaces 
depicting hand-drawn motifs, such as fruits, dinosaurs, basketballs, grids and wood grain patterns. 
Beautifully exposing the imperfections, subtle distortions and discontinuities in their form and pattern, 
Kusakaʼs delicate and expressive work blurs the boundary between drawing and pottery, figurative 
and abstract, revealing the artistʼs innovative approach to establishing a new aesthetics beyond the 
traditions of craftsmanship and folk art. Kusakaʼs prints, which take her ceramic works as their 
subjects, free her quirky pots from their tactility and material presence, instead transforming them into 
weightless graphics that float against Pop-inspired, square-shaped backgrounds saturated with 
monochromatic colors. 
 
ART FAIR TOKYO 2019 
Exhibition Title：Jonas Wood : Prints 
Artist：Jonas Wood  
Dates：March 7th ‒ 10th, 2019 
Location：Tokyo International Forum Hall E, 3-5-1 Marunouchi, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo, MASAHIRO MAKI 
GALLERY (Booth G138) 
 
【About the Artists】 
Jonas Wood 
Born in 1977 in Boston, Jonas Wood received an MFA in Painting and Drawing in 2002 from the 
University of Washington. He currently lives and works in Los Angeles. Using familiar scenes and 
motifs such as interiors, plants, sports, and the figures of friends and family, Wood is renowned for his 
still-life paintings, landscape paintings and works on paper that incorporate a complex sense of 
perspective. Wood's process begins with using fragmented, two-dimensional images, such as 
graphics from sketches, photographs, or magazine cutouts, which are assembled into a collage and 
developed into a painting. Woodʼs fresh and inventive style displays his radical approach to formalism, 
as well as the aesthetic sophistication of modern movements such as Impressionism, Cubism, and 
Pop art. His recent solo exhibitions include ‚ʻJonas Wood: Printsʻ, Gagosian (NY, 2018); ʻStill Life with 
Two Owlsʻ, The Museum of Contemporary Art, Los Angeles (LA, 2016); and ʻHammer Projects: Jonas 
Woodʻ, Hammer Museum (LA, 2010). His work is included in the collections of various prestigious 
institutions, such as The Museum of Modern Art, New York; Solomon R. Guggengeim Museum; 
Whitney Museum of American Art; The Broad; and the Museum of Contemporary Art Chicago. His 
first solo museum exhibition is taking place at the Dallas Museum of Art in 2019. 
 
Shio Kusaka 
Born 1972 in Morioka, Japan, Kusaka received a BFA from the University of Washington in 2001. She 
currently lives and works in Los Angeles. Kusaka's practice as a ceramicist centers on the object of 
the pot. Her interest in Greek, Chinese and Japanese traditional ceramics stemmed from her 
grandmother, who was a connoisseur of Japanese tea ceremony ware. She also found inspiration in 



the delicate, hand-drawn geometric grids and patterns of minimalist artist, Agnes Martin. Her solo 
exhibitions were recently held at Gagosian (Rome, 2018), Blum & Poe (LA, 2016), and The Modern 
Institute (Glasgow, 2016). In addition to exhibiting her works at the Whitney Biennial in 2014, her work 
has also been featured alongside that of Jonas Wood in various international exhibitions, including 
ʻShio Kusaka & Jonas Woodʻ at the Voorlinden Museum of Art in the Netherlands in 2017 and 
ʻBlackwelder: Jonas Wood and Shio Kusakaʻ at Gagosian Hong Kong in 2015. 
 
 
For further inquiries, please contact: 

 

www.makigallery.com 
4-11-11 Jimgumae, Shibuya-ku, Tokyo 150-0001 
Tel: 03-6434-7705 / Email: info@makigallery.com 
Hours：Tuesday-Saturday 11:30-19:00 
Closed on Sundays and Mondays 


