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Koichiro Takagi has garnered attention for works which take anthropomorphized animals as their motif, using a 

variety of methods such as embroidery, painting, and stencil. MAKI Gallery is pleased to present the artist’s first solo 

exhibition, Infinite Light, on the second floor of our gallery space in Omotesando (Tokyo). 

On the one hand, the artist’s motifs include large animals such as tigers, bears and wolves which might at times 

be considered sacred messengers or become the subject of religious worship. On the other hand, more winsome 

animals like squirrels, monkeys and cats also make their appearance. There are also creatures that bear their teeth 

menacingly, threatening the viewer like a street gang member. Whether they are intimidating or cute, holy or vulgar, 

both extremes are present in the artist’s work, drawing the viewer into the artist’s unique worldview. 

The somewhat unsettling effect of his works calls forth a sense of doubt in the viewer – toward the social structures 

and systems that had been hitherto taken for granted, as well as the people who maintain them. Perhaps the artist’s 

works are so intriguing precisely because this very contemporary viewpoint has secretly been stitched into them.

Takagi’s recent works have become larger in scale, the motifs have been placed in an exquisite compositional 

balance, phrases rich in allusion have been embroidered, and a deeper narrative quality has emerged. Viewing these 
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works is almost like reading medieval liturgical texts. In fact, the artist was born into a Catholic family and attended 

a Catholic school. Influenced by his older brother, he became an avid fan of hardcore punk and familiarized himself 

with American street culture. The sacred and the profane coexist in the artist himself. 

This exhibition will present the artist’s works from the past to his newest pieces. His latest work, My Eyes Turned 

Skywards, feature a bird as its motif. The bird, a goose, appears inspired, about turn toward the sky and take flight 

(even though geese cannot fly). Perhaps the exhibition title, Infinite Light, refers to where the goose is headed. It 

is as if the artist, who envisions an ideal world in which the qualities of both extremes exist in perfect balance, is 

suggesting that heading for the positive is no bad thing, precisely because the world is as it is. We invite you to view 

Takagi’s works, in which the animals act out their light and their darkness, each within their own stories.

- Koichiro Takagi

ARTIST

Born in Tokyo in 1974, Koichiro Takagi moved to the US after graduating from 

university in Japan and learned screen-printing at San Francisco’s Academy of Art 

College (now the Academy of Art University). He relocated to New York to start his 

career as a painter and returned to Tokyo in 2005, where he now lives and works. Using 

animals and anthropomorphic creatures as motifs, Takagi creates an eerie/peculiar 

Utopian world, playing with often conflicting concepts such as affinity and discomfort, 

anonymity and mysticism. Influenced by punk music and street art, he broadens the 

range of his creative output by using a wide range of techniques and materials such as 

painting, embroidery, collage, and stencil. Takagi’s works have recently been presented 

in various solo shows, including This is the secret everyone knows, Gallery Target 

(Tokyo, 2018); Gloom, Gallery Target (Tokyo, 2015) and DMO Arts (Osaka, 2015); and 

EYE OF TOMORROW, Clear Edition (Tokyo, 2014); along with a number of group shows 

worldwide, notably in the US, France, and Singapore.
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