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We are pleased to present Romanian artist Marius Bercea’s first solo exhibition in Japan, The Far Sound 

of Cities, at MAKI Gallery / Tennoz II, Tokyo. 

The series of new paintings on view continues two decades of prolific exploration in imaginary 

landscapes of modernist inspiration, explored through layers of color, architecture and bodies. Intended 

to recuperate a meditation on past signs of new times, Bercea’s paintings connect to a larger context. In 

a period in which time stands still from more than one point of view, his extremely dynamic works attest 

to the need of liquefying the well-known mantras of historical interpretation. As such, they allow for a 

unique perspective on the actual lived experiences of political regimes, with their projected artistic auras 

ordered to differentiate them from what was before.
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Marius Bercea, The far sound of cities, 2020, oil on canvas, 298.0 x 400.0 cm
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The Far Sound of Cities drives this meditation to secluded spaces of isolation. Characters of youth are 

suspended in anticipation, spending their time together, talking, resting, enjoying a prolonged leisure 

that seems, however, to have become somewhat tiresome and heavy. The environment is obviously that 

of a home labyrinth of forms, vegetation, patterns, ever changing colors and everyday objects. People 

are lost in these luxuriant settings, rotating in carefully arranged groups and positions, changing their 

haute couture outfits influenced by both fashion design and cinematography. The spaces are transitory, 

as if the characters are readying for a celebration, one which never takes place as there is nowhere to go. 

This feverish tension lends a strange nostalgia upon their faces – a calm happiness of being immersed 

in sadness.

The atmosphere, precisely calculated and meticulously developed by Bercea’s painterly eye, retains 

a somewhat didactic experience: the lesson of an always delayed freedom, as if flowers or plants – 

ever recurring motifs in his works – are forced, just as the youngsters portrayed, to stay in the bud. 

Paradoxically, this situation is counter-pointed by the changing seasons one can glimpse through the 

various windows, contributing to the permanent feeling of an unavoidable pressure that radiates from 

the paintings through the gazes in awe. Rich in literary and musical motifs, the exhibition title itself 

being borrowed from a poem by Rimbaud, the surgical construction of situations reaches its peak here 

in Bercea’s oeuvre.

The longing in the eyes of the characters is, in fact, that of the painter himself. A nostalgia for something 

that will not happen, a beauty of life and youth condemned to be born in terminal times. No divine 

apocalypse, but a very profane ending to things as we knew them, where all we are left with is posing as 

our own disappeared future.

Marius Bercea (b.1979) lives and works in Cluj-Napoca, Romania. Recent solo exhibitions include Thieves 

of Time, François Ghebaly, Los Angeles (2020), Time Can Space, Blain|Southern, Berlin (2018), A Full 

Rotation of the Moon, Cluj Museum of Art, Cluj (2017), (On) Relatively Calm Disputes, François Ghebaly, 

Los Angeles (2016), Hypernova, Blain|Southern, London (2014), Concrete Gardens, François Ghebaly, 

Los Angeles (2012), Remains of Tomorrow, Blain|Southern, London (2011), and Time Will Tell, Chung 

King Project, Los Angeles (2009). His work has been included in numerous group exhibitions, including 

L.A. : Views, MAKI Gallery, Tokyo (2020), La Brique, The Brick , Cărămida, La Kunsthalle Centre D’art 

Contemporain, Mulhouse (2019), Bad Peach, François Ghebaly, Los Angeles (2019), Young Collectors 2, 

Elgiz Museum, Istanbul (2015), Defaced, Boulder Museum of Contemporary Art, Boulder (2014), Hotspot 

Cluj – New Romanian Art, ARKEN Museum of Modern Art, Skovvej (2014), Nightfall. New Tendencies in 

Figurative Painting, Galerie Rudolfinum, Prague (2013), No New Thing Under the Sun, Royal Academy, 

London (2010), and the 4th Prague Biennale, Prague (2009). 
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*For further inquiries, please contact

4-11-11 Jingumae Shibuya-ku Tokyo, 150-0001 | tel: +81 (0)3 6434 7705 | fax: +81 (0)3 6434 7706
www.MAKIGallery.com | info@MAKIGallery.com

MAKI Gallery / Tennoz I

1-33-10 Higashi-Shinagawa, Shinagawa-ku, 

Tokyo 140-0002 JAPAN

Te l : +81-3-6810-4850

Fax: +81-3-6810-4851

E-mail: info@makigallery.com

Opening hours: 11:00 - 18:00 (Fri./ 12:30 - 20:00)

Closed on Sundays and Mondays

MAKI Gallery / Tennoz II

1-32-8 Higashi-Shinagawa, Shinagawa-ku, 

Tokyo 140-0002 JAPAN

Tennoz ,  Tok yo

His work is a part of several public and private collections, including the Hudson Valley Center for 

Contemporary Art, Peekskill; ARKEN Museum of Modern Art, Skovvej; Taubman Museum of Art, 

Roanoke; Kistefos Museum, Jevnaker; Zabludowicz Collection, London; Olbricht Collection, Berlin; 

Space K Museum, Seoul.
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